


BREMER COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
Regular Meeting March 4, 2026
Conservation Board Office
1104 South Main Street Tripoli, IA 50676
[bookmark: _Hlk181349533]Members Present: Patty Spowart, Chair; Mandie Sanderman, Vice Chair, Stacey Snyder, Kevin Korman, and Scott Whitcome 
Members Absent: none
Also Present:  Andrew Hockenson, Director; Laura Albert, City of Sumner Parks & Rec. Director.
Meeting called to order at 7:15PM by Chairman Spowart.
Korman moved and Whitcome second approval of agenda – all in favor
Sanderman moved to accept the minutes from the February 4, 2026 regular meeting.  Seconded by Whitcome and approved unanimously.     
Misc. Correspondence and Announcements:  As a newly appointed board member, Scott Whitcome has completed his mandatory Open Meetings/Open Records online training.  Hockenson participated in a job fair at Hawkeye Community College. 
Laura Albert – City of Sumner Parks & Rec:  Laura Albert provided updates on the trail projects underway in Sumner.  The eventual goal is to extend the trail network from Sumner to North Woods Park.       
Area Reports and Updates:      
	- Parks:  Donations continue to come in for the cabin, especially since the announcement of matching funds through the BCNA.  
Work will soon begin replacing the steel on the shop at Cedar Bend.  After discussion, Korman made a motion to add replacing the steel siding on the south portion of the shop to the original estimate accepted from Yoder Construction in August.  The motion was seconded by Sanderman and approved unanimously.       
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Wildlife Areas:  Staff members are continuing tree/shrub removal in the targeted areas of Brewer Access along the Wapsie River Greenbelt.  They have also been using the skid steer mulching attachment at Zell Access.  Spring burns are planned for portions of Brase, Hay/Buhr, Brewer, Frahm Accesses, Plumb Creek, and several other wildlife areas.  
- Other: Surrounding counties along with Hawkeye Community College are beginning to put together this years Cedar Valley Habitat Partnership projects.  Plans for Bremer County include continuing work within the A.F. Miller Preserve.  Late October/early November will be the time frame for the work day.     
FY 2024/25 Annual Report:  Hockenson presented the fiscal year 2024/25 annual report.  Snyder moved to accept the annual report as presented.  The motion was seconded by Whitcome and approved unanimously.  Hockenson will submit the report to the Board of Supervisors.   
Naturalist Report:  The combined Naturalist report was reviewed.  The report contained recent programs and participant numbers.  Both Liz and Angie helped prepare for the BCNA Banquet.  Liz is finalizing plans for the Sandhill Crane and Prairie Chicken bus trip with Buchanan and Benton County Conservations in March.  Angie put on two public programs: soap making and shed hunting.  The spring newsletter will be coming out soon.  There was a motion by Snyder to approve the report.  The motion was seconded by Whitcome.   All approved  
Open Discussion:  BCNA banquet brought in over $4,000. 
Bills/Purchases:  Motion by Sanderman to approve the bills.  The motion was seconded by Snyder and approved unanimously. 
Next meeting 7:00PM April 1, 2026 at the Conservation Board Office in Tripoli.
With no other business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:28PM by Chairman Spowart. 
Respectfully submitted,					Approved: Patty Spowart, Chairman
Andrew Hockenson					___________________________________
Director						
